
  

  The following instructions will help ensure getting the nursing calves treated for Haemonchus.  

  This de-wormer (may not) apply as the correct treatment to every scenario, or every herd.   

 Dosage for the herd is based on the (Cattle – Standard Drench Solution) directions on the back 

of the PROHIBIT packets.  

(Fig 1)  

  

o Herd weight (divided by) 800 (lbs) X 2 = ounces required for herd treatment  

o Calculate: herd weight X .014 = water requirement for 24 hours 

 This will hold up as approximately accurate in Texas, in the heat.  

 It is always good to study water consumption according to herd weight, on your herd 

and in your region, prior to treatment.   

 Use 1 (large Packet) Orange Jelo Mix per (100 gallons) of water for flavor.  

o Plumb 50 gallon rubber-maid water tank  into the larger tank using the following parts & tank:  

(Fig 2)  

  

Parts List: 50 gallon water tank (Rubbermaid) / Float / short hose/ hose valve/ 1 ¼ “reducer / ¾ X ¾ 

nipple.  

 50 gallon Rubber Maid ‘sheep tank’ – shown in (fig: 2) I like Rubbermaid for the ‘life time’ warranty, and 

the short sides ensuring calf access.  



   

 Automatic Float valve: (Fig 3)  

o  
 Hose valve: (fig 4) the importance of this part – is to be able to accurately dose the larger (or 

nurse) tank, and then allow the accurately dosed water to flow with gravity pressure to the 

small tank.  

o  
 (fig 5) Reducer (and) double ‘male’ nipple (fig 6)depending on the size of the drain plug on your 

large (main) tank that will ‘nurse’ the small tank: 1 ¼ to hose works on Rubber Maid  

o Rubber Maid 100 + gallon reducer:  

 Double nipple: (fig 6)  

o  
 (fig 7)End Result: works best if the 50 gallon tank is slightly downhill from the ‘nurse’ (big) tank.  

 

 It might be obvious, but the plumbing parts should be against the fence and thereby unavailable 

to the bison to damage. It is also important that the small tank is very close to the big tank. We 

then harvest the behavior of the calf mimicking mom when she drinks.    

 



 (fig 8) Plumb into the train plug of larger ‘nurse-tank’. Gravity will provide pressure.  

  

End Result at Work: (fig 9)  

  

Why?  Keep in mind that we expect heavier healthier calves at weaning when they are not burdened by 

disease level EPG’s (and) Coproculture results indicating harmful parasitism. Results vary from no 

change in nursing calf EPG’s when this method is not done, to drastic change (800 + to 0 EPG) when it is.  

Most herds are reporting the red calves high (400-1050 EPG and up) with 100% Haemonchus when the 

worming program in a herd is aggressive. This infection level is currently identified as treatable in the 

warm season only.   

 

 



 

Total Cost Analysis:  

 Tractor Supply: Hose/ 50 gallon tank / Float Valve / hose valve 

o 89.96                                                                                                                                $89.96 

 Home Depot: 1 ¼ PVC bushing / ¾ X ¾ brass adapter  

o 6.57                                                                                                                                    $6.57 

 Total Cost: $95.53                                                                                                                         $95.53 

Return Analysis: 50 lbs at weaning (easy) unproven – but logical.   

 Price: 4.00/lb  

o 200 X (how many calves you got)                                                                                $200.00 

  The main parasite (this year) infecting the young bison, has been identified as Haemonchus by 

Coproculture analysis of nursing-calf fecal samples. The parasite causes blood loss via consumption by 

the mature (egg laying) parasites in population size identified by Eggs Per Gram (EPG) analysis. Blood 

loss causes many problems including digestive tract dysfunction and reduced nutrient absorption. Many 

other disease syndromes can be associated with severe blood loss as well. Each mature Haemonchus 

consumes as much as .2 mls of blood per day. 5,000 adult Haemonchus can consume 1 full liter of blood 

per day, and we have seen numbers in excess of this in post mortem exams. It can take many months for 

animals who have suffered severe blood loss to recover to normal body function and condition.   

 Therefore, the nursing-calf must be provided access to treatment when water-worming bison herds 

during the warm season.    

Caution: PROHIBIT (Levamisole Hydrochloride) is an Imidothiazole and treatments that exceed the 

recommended dosage beyond 1.5 times the recommended dose, may cause poisoning.  

Consult Your Veterinarian!  

Caution: Haemonchus is currently sensitive to PROHIBIT. Over use of the product (can) cause resistance.  

Prepared by:  

Frasier Bison LLC  

www.allaboutbison.com  

www.frasierbison.com   

I am not prescribing treatment – and I am not a veterinarian.  

 

                                                                     - This is what works for me -  

http://www.allaboutbison.com/
http://www.frasierbison.com/


Note: From Dr Craig,  

 "Remember; the calf is nursing and gets a good amount of its liquid that way. Mommy only 
from the trough.   Treating both puts a greater pressure on the parasite population to become 
resistant.  Haemonchus populations have been resistant to Levamisole since the 1960’s, but it is 
the only group of drugs where the resistance is recessive, and not dominant.  Therefore, if the 
drug fails on a ranch, it may work again if it is not used for about three years.   With our other 
drugs, failure seems to be permanent unless some worms are not exposed for many years.     

  On some ranches grazing management by cropping, controlled burning, grazing with resistant 
animals may work. But no one approach will work all places, because the worms are different, 
and they are the ones in charge.” 

 

Thomas M. Craig   DVM, PhD, DACVM 

Department Veterinary Pathobiology 

Texas A&M University 

College Station, Texas 77843-4467  

Phone: (979) 845-9191  

 

 

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


